SJA TRAVEL TEAM POLICY

Purpose

· Recognize the existence of travel team programs.

· Design efficient and fair policies for managing travel teams as it relates to SJA sports

· Clearly identify the expectations and responsibilities of coaches and players involved in BOTH travel and SJA sports.

General Observations

· Travel team programs will continue to increase in popularity.

· Through fair policies and effective communication, we want to manage the relationship between SJA and travel teams.

· We do not want to discourage coaches or players involved with travel teams from participating at SJA.

Coaches’ Responsibilities

· Coaches need to be “up front” and identify their involvement with any travel team program, however minor it may be. (Possibly amend coaching application)

· Coaches need to identify the nature of their travel team

· OPEN: Any child who wishes to play on the team is welcome to do so.

· CLOSED: Players wishing to play on the travel team may be selected for the travel team due to a number of factors.

· Once SJA teams are selected, SJA coaches need to submit a player roster to the appropriate SJA Coordinator identifying which players are on which travel teams.

· SJA coaches must make every effort to ensure that travel rosters do not influence, in any way, their SJA rosters

· While we recognize there will often be player overlap, participation in a travel program CANNOT be a factor in being selected for a specific SJA team.

· SJA team selection should reflect a player’s fundamental skills in a particular sport rather than the player’s familiarity with a strategy used by the coach’s travel team.

· Coaches must display complete fairness to players who may be on his/her SJA team but not on their travel team.

· This issue of fairness is especially important for coaches of “closed” travel teams.

· Under no circumstances, should any players who are not SJA students be allowed to represent SJA in games or attend SJA practices.

· SJA coaches are expected to make SJA teams their priority over travel teams.  They are expected to attend SJA practices and games and to hold their normal SJA practice at our gym, not combine it with their travel team practice at another location.

· Coaches should remember that SJA teams are not travel teams.  SJA students are encouraged to participate in all SJA sports and are not required to specialize in a particular sport in order to be eligible to make an SJA team.  SJA teams abide by a number of rules not imposed on travel teams, such as limitations on the number of games and practices along with player eligibility requirements.  SJA coaches are expected to cooperate when scheduling SJA practices and tournaments to avoid conflicts with other SJA sports and school activities, but are not expected to work around travel schedules.

Players’ Responsibilities

· Players need to be “up front” and identify their involvement with any travel team program. (Possibly amend sign up forms)

· Should a player choose to miss an SJA team event for an outside conflict (travel team or other), they should expect that there may be a consequence (within reason) to missing that event, as determined by the coach.
