A Long Way From Chicago by Richard Peck Prepared b 4
This book is a Novel in Stories and begins in 1929 through 1942 Kot Y Mg
The narrator of the story is Joe (Joey Dowdel) grandson of Grandma Dowdel,
mother of Joe and Mary Alices'(Joes' sister) father.

SETTING: 1929 A small town in Illinois(Piatt County) between Chicago and St. Louis
Joe and Mary Alice travel from their home in Chicago to their Grandmas' home every year
in the month of August from 1929-1935

CHARACTERS:

Joey(Joe) Dowdel- age 9 when story begins

Mary Alice -Joeys' sister age 7 when story begins

Joe and Mary Alices™- mother and father no first names given

Grandma Dowdel -Joe and Mary Alices grandma and mother of their father

tough as an old boot, big, old looking, hearing as good as an Indian scout, great for telling
whooper stories, good at out smartmg people, and often wore gum boots..

Effie Wilcox-referred to as Ugly as sin by grandma-old enemy of grandma and whos'
home is forclosed by the bank and is gotten back with the help of Grandma Dowdel

Mrs. L.J. Weidenback ( Wilamina) -bankers wife-Head of the Ladies’ Hospitality
Committee for the Centennial Celebration

Mr. L.J. Weidenback-banker whos' bank forclosed of Effie wilcoxs' home

News Reporter -no name given-who came to town to write a story on Shotgun Cheatham
Ernie Cowgill-16 years old and still in 4th grade-is the runt of the family-has 3 older
brothers who are bruisers and who blew up Grandmas' mailbox-father owns Cowgills'
Dairy Farm

Mr. and Mrs. Cowgill-belonged to the Holy Rollers church and Mr. Cowgill owned the
Dairy Farm

O.B. Dickerson, Sheriff-of Piatt County-member of the Rod & Gun Club

Earl T. Askew-President of the Chamber of Commerce

Aunt Puss Chapman-very old-bald as an egg-Grandma Dowdel used to be a hired girl for
her and lived with her till she was married- still brings food to her-lives in a unkept old
house on the bluff

Beverly and Audrey-good friends of Mary Alice who lived in Chicago

Mr.Ruper Pennypacker -first place blue ribbon winner of the gooseberry pie contest who
Grandma switch pie cards with-best home-baker in the state of Illinois

Brainstorming Barnie Buchanan-gave passenger plane rides at the county fair (To every
blue ribbon winner Mr. Buchanan will give a free plane ride)

Mrs.Ike Cripe-proprietor of the Coffee Pot Cafe

Mi7 ¥2-%- ¥ banks-mean-mother of Vandalia Eubanks

—~vandali-__ ’banks—agel 7-works at the Coffee Pot Cafe-daughter of Miz Idella Eubanks
girlfriend of Junior Stubbs

Junior Stubbs-30 years old-in business with his father- insurance Co.-wants to elope with
Vandalia Eubanks

Merle and Lula Strubbs-Juniors parents-Mr. Stubbs General Insurance Agent
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Questions for A Long Was from

Grandmas' mail box was blown up by the Cowgill brothers.

Joe was 10 when the mailbox incident occurred

Effie Wilcox said the Cowgill brothers took her privy and through it over the yard.
Grandma knew the Cowgill brothers had done the damage to her mailbox so she

made up a story.

Grandma caught a big mouse in a mouse trap and put it in a milk jug .
The Cowgill brothers came to Grandma house to steal Grandpa Dowdels' shotgun.
Grandma said the Cowgill brothers owed her a new mailbox and a new screen wire

that they had cut into.

‘When Mr. Cowgill asked Grandma what she wanted done she said Justice. So Mr.
Cowgill whaled the tar out of each one of the boys.

A Great Depression swept the nation in 1931

A nev&,sjga,ha the M}gead Drifters Keep Moving This Means You
Driftérs-loafers-wait from town to town-didn't work-little to eat

Grandma used smelly cheese to catch fish(CATFISH) b o Leay Weq fromn tlale
Grandma used a fish trap to catch fish and trapping is illegal.. wha bk did Grewdans
Rod and Gun Club was a club of sheriff deputies, and business men.
Mrs. Weidenbach asked grandma if she would enter her gooseberry pie in the county fair
Grandma switched pie tags. She won second, which was a red ribbon and Mr.
Pennypacker won first, blue ribbon.

At the age of 13 Joey wanted to be called Joe instead of Joey.

A picture of president Franklin Delano Roosevelt was on the wall of the Coffee Pot Cafe

Joe dressed up like the Phantom
and leave town

The train Junior and Vandalia left town on was The Wabash Cannon Ball
Effie Wilcox had to leave town and live with her sister Palmyra because the bank forclosed

on her home.

The Terraplane 8 (CAR)from Hudon Motor Car Co. was the top of the line
The 2 items Joe and Mary Alice got from the attic for the church rummage sell were a

stovepipe hat and an old quilt.

The initials M.T.L on the quilt didn't stand for Mary Todd Lincoln. The quilt was
Grandma Dowdels' Aunt Josie Smull

Mr. Weidenbach gave 2.00 to Joe and 2.00 to Mary Alice. Joe used his 2.00 to

get driving lessons from Ray Veech.

August 1935 was the last time Joe and Mary Alice made the trip to see their Grandma
Joe was 15 and Mary Alice was 13

Chicago by Peck
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Brakeman so Junior and Vandalia could catch the train
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